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We consider scalar ﬁelds which are coupled to Einstein gravity with a negative cosmological constant, and 
construct periodic solutions perturbatively. In particular, we study tachyonic scalar ﬁelds whose mass is 
at or above the Breitenlohner–Freedman bound in four, ﬁve, and seven spacetime dimensions. The critical 
amplitude of the leading order perturbation, for which the perturbative expansion breaks down, increases 
as we consider less massive ﬁelds. We present various examples including a model with a self-interacting 
scalar ﬁeld which is derived from a consistent truncation of IIB supergravity.
© 2015 The Author. Published by Elsevier B.V. This is an open access article under the CC BY license 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). Funded by SCOAP3.1. Introduction
In the AdS/CFT correspondence [1], one usually relates a 
strongly interacting quantum ﬁeld theory with a classical anti-
de Sitter–Einstein gravity with a negative cosmological constant 
with matter ﬁelds. Replacing a quantum ﬁeld theory with a clas-
sical equation of motion is certainly a great simpliﬁcation, but the 
price to pay is that one has to go to a higher-dimensional space-
time. In broad terms, the dependence on the radial direction in 
the gravity provides the scale dependence of physical quantities. 
A particularly nice property of the AdS/CFT is that black holes are 
dual to ﬁeld theory at ﬁnite temperature, so time-dependent pro-
cess on the gravity side can in principle describe time evolution 
of a thermal system. The quantitative understanding of black hole 
formation within AdS space is thus certainly desirable.
Recently several groups have studied numerically the formation 
of a black hole in AdS space with a matter ﬁeld. A seminal paper 
along this direction is [2] (see also [3,4]), where the authors pre-
sented numerical solutions of the coupled nonlinear partial differ-
ential equations from Einstein-massless-scalar ﬁeld system with a 
spherically symmetric ansatz. The conclusion drawn from the data 
is that AdS spacetime is generically unstable under small perturba-
tions of matter ﬁelds, due to nonlinearity which transfers energy 
to higher frequency modes. However, it was discovered soon that 
there exist many nonlinearly stable solutions [5] and also time-
periodic solutions in AdS space [6]. The authors of [6] considered 
a massless scalar ﬁeld in AdS5 space and solved the ﬁeld equation 
perturbatively and argued for the existence of periodic solutions. 
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SCOAP3.Cancellation of secular terms through a shift of the frequency is 
an essential part of the construction. For related works readers are 
referred to [7–23].
The aim of this work is to extend the study of time-dependent 
solutions in gravity–scalar system to tachyonic ﬁelds. In most of 
the previous works, probably for deﬁniteness and simplicity, the 
authors chose massless scalar ﬁelds. As it is well known how-
ever, in AdS space “massless” ﬁeld is not exactly at the border of 
stability, which is usually called the Breitenlohner–Freedman (BF) 
bound. Stability requirement of a scalar ﬁeld in AdSd+1 for instance 
is in fact m2 ≥ − d2
42
, where  is the curvature radius. According to 
the AdS/CFT correspondence, tachyonic scalars above the BF bound 
are dual to relevant operators, while a massless scalar ﬁeld is dual 
to a marginal operator. It is thus an obviously impending ques-
tion: whether a tachyonic scalar can also lead to periodic solutions, 
and if the answer is yes how much quantitative and qualitative 
difference they have, compared to massless scalars. In the next 
section we report the result of our symbolic computation. For all 
the tachyonic scalar ﬁelds we have considered we have checked 
the cancellation of secular terms and explicitly obtained periodic 
solutions perturbatively. As it is naturally expected, the radius of 
convergence for the amplitude of perturbation ﬁeld becomes larger 
as we consider large values of (−m2) values.
2. The gravity–scalar system and its perturbative solutions
Our starting point is the following action of a massive real 
scalar ﬁeld coupled to Einstein gravity with a cosmological con-
stant Λ. (We note that we closely follow the convention of [2].)under the CC BY license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). Funded by 














The spacetime is (d + 1)-dimensional, and we consider Λ < 0, 
i.e. the vacuum is anti-de Sitter. We take a spherically symmet-











Here the metric component ﬁelds A, δ, as well as the matter 
ﬁeld φ, depend only on t , x. dΩd−1 denotes the line element of the
(d − 1)-dimensional unit sphere. The curvature radius  is deter-
mined as Λ = − d(d−1)
22
.
When one computes the Einstein tensor from the metric ansatz 
above, at ﬁrst sight it looks like there are four non-vanishing and 
independent components, e.g. Gtt , Gtr , Grr and the components on 
the sphere Sd−1. But two of them are in fact constraints, which are 
shown to follow from the remaining equations. This is of course 
related to the fact that we have allowed non-trivial dependences 
on two coordinates t , r and their diffeomorphism freedom.










+ Δ(Δ − d)
cos2 x
e−δφ = 0. (3)
Here we set m2 = Δ(Δ − d)/2 and assume that the mass param-
eter is above the Breitenlohner–Freedman bound, i.e. m2 ≥ − d2
42
.
Here Δ ≥ d/2 is the conformal dimension of the dual operator 
through AdS/CFT correspondence.
The two independent equations from the variation of metric are
δ′ = − sin x cos x(A−2e2δφ˙2 + φ′ 2), (4)
A′ = Aδ′ + d − 2+ 2 sin
2 x
sin x cos x
(1− A) − Δ(Δ − d) sin x
cos x
φ2. (5)
We can solve the equations perturbatively around the vacuum 
AdS solution A = 1, δ = 0 and φ = 0. At ﬁrst order, we set φ =
εφ(1) for a small parameter ε. If we use the usual technique of 
separation of variables φ(1) = f (x) cosωt the scalar equation (3)
gives a Sturm–Liouville problem L f (x) = ω2 f (x) with








+ Δ(Δ − d)
cos2 x
f (x). (6)
It is straightforward to solve this equation. The eigenfunctions and 
the eigenvalues are
e j(x) = 2
√
( j + Δ/2)( j + 1)( j + Δ)
( j + d/2)( j + Δ − d/2+ 1) (cos x)
Δ
× Pd/2−1,Δ−d/2j (cos2x), (7)
ω j = 2 j + Δ. (8)
Here Pa,bj (u), j = 0, 1, 2, . . . are Jacobi polynomials. We note that 




d−1 xdx = δi j . (9)
At the next order O(ε2), we can easily solve (4), (5) and obtain 
A = 1 − ε2A(2) , δ = ε2δ(2) . We choose the convention δ(t, x = 0) =
1 − A(t, x = 0) = 0 for the integration constants. More concretely, 
when we integrate (4)δ(2)(t, x) = −
x∫
0




)2 + (∂yφ(1)(t, y))2)dy.
(10)
Similarly we get









)2 + (∂yφ(1)(t, y))2
+ Δ(d − Δ)





In the next order O(ε3) we need to solve the scalar equation 













δ(2) + A(2))∂xφ(1)]. (12)
Here the point is that on the right-hand side of the above equation 
there appears a product of three harmonic functions like (cosωt)3. 
Using the elementary algebra of trigonometric functions, it gives 
rise to secular modes whose frequency is the same as one of the 
original frequencies ω j = Δ + 2 j. Naively this means that the am-
plitude of the resonant modes increases linearly with time, but as 
it is well known this kind of instability is unphysical if it can be 
absorbed by shifting the frequency ω → ω + ε2ω(2) . It has been 
veriﬁed in [6] that, for d = 4 (AdS5) and a massless scalar ﬁeld, if 
we start with a single mode at O(ε) the secular terms are can-
celed perturbatively up to fairly high orders in ε. For AdS5 and the 
lowest lying mode j = 0, the frequency as a function of the pertur-
bative parameter ε is found as




ε4 + · · · . (13)
In [6] it is reported that the coeﬃcients were obtained up to ε16. 
Through the Padé approximation the series seems to be convergent 
with radius of convergence ε ≈ 0.09.
From the analytic expression of the perturbative solution, we 
may extract a lot of data which can help us understand the time-
evolution of our solution. Let us take the function A for example. It 
is obvious that A = 0 at a particular point in the spacetime implies 
the formation of a black hole. From the expression for A which is 
exact up to the order of O(ε20) we have created plots for the time-
oscillation for different values of ε. The minimum of A decreases 
for larger ε, and if we extrapolate our perturbative solution to big-
ger values of ε, A hits zero at ε ≈ 0.11 (Fig. 1).
We have written a code which constructs periodic solutions 
perturbatively in Mathematica and have conﬁrmed the result for 
the case of a massless scalar ﬁeld in AdS5 agrees with [6]. In fact 
we pushed the computation to O(ε20): the coeﬃcients of ε18, ε20
in (13) are approximately 3.92591 ×1017, 4.45447 ×1019. The Padé 
approximation at (10, 10) then gives the pole of the denominator 
at ε = 0.0904562.
During the computations we chose to express the functions φ, 
A, δ as polynomials of u = cos x with time-dependent coeﬃcients. 
When solving the scalar equation (12) and its higher order vari-
ants we switch to the basis of orthogonal polynomials (7). Then for 
the next order integration for A, δ we switch back to the mono-
mial basis in u. The performance of our Mathematica code is good 
enough for the scope of this work: for instance on a laptop with 
a 2.7 GHz Intel i7 CPU and 16 GB RAM, the last step of calculat-
ing the coeﬃcient at O(ε20) in (13) took less than 3 hours and 
10 minutes.
276 N. Kim / Physics Letters B 742 (2015) 274–278Fig. 1. The plot in the left panel shows the oscillation of A(t, x). The minimum value of A decreases for larger ε. The plot in the right panel shows min(A) as a function of ε.2.1. Massive scalars in AdS5
In principle the mass-squared of the scalar ﬁeld can take any 
real value, but for the eﬃciency and ease of the computation we 
will only consider integer values for Δ. In that case the perturba-
tive solutions are always ﬁnite-order polynomials in u = cos x at 
each order.
The ﬁrst choice of our own is a scalar ﬁeld exactly at the BF 
bound (Δ = 2, or equivalently m2 = −4/2). For the lowest lying 
mode the probe limit gives eigenfrequency ω = 2. Our perturbative 
algorithm gives
















+ · · · (14)
We have obtained the coeﬃcients of up to ε20. They all turn out to 
be rational numbers whose numerator and denominator have too 
many digits to be explicitly reported here. The coeﬃcients of ε14, 
ε16, ε18, ε20 are approximately 1.1582059 ×105, 8.0214964 ×105, 
5.6628666 × 106, 4.0593615 × 107.
Based on this result we also performed the Padé approximation. 
From (4, 4) up to (10, 10), the (smallest) zero of the denominator 
is respectively 0.411687, 0.380910, 0.368009, 0.360290.
We have repeated a similar computation for Δ = 3 or m2 =
−3/2.














+ · · · (15)
For the next coeﬃcients our result gives for the coeﬃcients 
of ε12, ε14, ε16, ε18, ε20 approximate values 3.6360632 × 108, 
1.2769397 ×1010, 4.5987515 ×1011, 1.6888399 ×1013, 6.2996028
× 1014. The Padé approximation gives that the upper bound for 
the perturbative approach to be well-behaved is ε ≈ 0.157957.
An interesting variation of this system is given by a truncation 
of supergravity, from the solutions of the form AdS5 × X5 in IIB supergravity where X5 is a Sasaki–Einstein manifold [24]. In par-
ticular, a further truncated theory with a vector ﬁeld and two real 
scalars with a nontrivial potential function has been used to ad-
dress holographic superconductors [25]. For our purpose we turn 
off the vector ﬁeld as well as the axion. Then the scalar potential 
adjusted to our convention is written as










In the small ﬁeld limit the mass of the scalar corresponds to Δ = 3. 
We have conﬁrmed that the cancellation of secular terms persist 
also in this supergravity-inspired model.














+ · · · (17)
We have also obtained more coeﬃcients up to ε20: they are 
2.4695488 ×108, 7.8888024 ×109, 2.5852724 ×1011, 8.6415084 ×
1012, 2.9344207 × 1014. The Padé approximation at (10, 10) gives 
that the radius of convergence for ε is 0.165696 and there is no 
huge difference from the previous example of Δ = 3.
2.2. Massless and massive scalars in AdS7
We can repeat the same analysis for d = 6 case. Again at any 
order of the perturbative computation the ﬁelds are expressed as a 
ﬁnite order polynomial of u = cos x. For a massless scalar ﬁeld, in 
the probe limit the eigen-frequency is ω = 6. Explicit computation 
gives











+ · · · (18)
We obtained the coeﬃcients up to ε20. The coeﬃcients of ε10, . . . ,
ε20 are 4.16417 × 1014, 4.1925 × 1017, 4.34786 × 1020, 4.60964 ×
1023, 4.97161 × 1026, 5.43594 × 1029. The Padé approximation 
at (n, n) for n = 2, . . . , 10 gives the poles of the denominator at 
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the case of AdS5, the coeﬃcients are larger and the pole of Padé 
approximant is smaller. This means that the perturbative expan-
sion breaks down more easily for small amplitude of φ(1) . Another 
way to see this is to check how many modes are turned on for 
a speciﬁc order of ε. At ε20, the scalar ﬁeld includes e70. On the 
other hand, for AdS5 the highest mode at ε20 is e50.
We have repeated the computation for a tachyonic scalar ﬁeld 
with Δ = 3, 4, 5. Firstly for Δ = 3, or m2 = −9/2.











+ · · · (19)
And the next coeﬃcients for ε10, . . . , ε20 are 3.16957 × 105, 
4.87182 × 106, 7.69766 × 107, 1.24135 × 109, 2.03364 × 1010, 
3.37368 ×1011. The Padé approximation at (n, n) for n = 4, 6, 8, 10
exhibit a pole at 0.264111, 0.248389, 0.242002, 0.238681.
Secondly for Δ = 4, or m2 = −8/2. The frequency is given as











+ · · · . (20)
The next coeﬃcients for ε10, . . . , ε20 are 4.23236 × 109, 4.31887 ×
1011, 4.53397 × 1013, 4.86117 × 1015, 5.29766 × 1017, 5.84892 ×
1019. The Padé approximation at (n, n) for n = 4, 6, 8, 10 exhibit a 
pole at 0.101701, 0.0958928, 0.0935393, 0.0923499.
Finally for Δ = 5, or m2 = −5/2. The frequency is given as











+ · · · . (21)
And the next coeﬃcients for ε10, . . . , ε20 are 2.78552 × 1012, 
1.03514 × 1015, 3.96003 × 1017, 1.54806 × 1020, 6.15393 × 1022, 
2.4793 × 1025. The Padé approximation at (n, n) for n = 4, 6, 8, 10
exhibit a pole at 0.0532139, 0.0501531, 0.0488935, 0.0482435.
2.3. Massless scalar in AdS4
In this subsection we address the case of an odd d, in particu-
lar AdS4. The general analysis here is rather cumbersome, because 
from the next order in perturbation at O(ε2) the perturbative 
ﬁelds are not given as a polynomial in u = cos x. This means that 
we have to deal with a summation over all the eigenmodes. How-
ever, one can show that at O(ε3) the secular modes can be re-
moved through a shift of the frequency in the scalar equation, just 
like previous examples. We note that the cancellation of secular 
terms is proved rigorously in general at ε3 in [18] (see also [26]
for simpliﬁed formulae).
More concretely let us consider perturbation with a massless 











u6 − 1)− (3u8 − 2u6 − 1) cos(6t)), (23)
which can be expressed as a linear combination of eigenmodes 
e j(u). For the function A however, we obtain as a function of u =






1− u2 + u
(
3− 6u2 + 8u2(u2 − 1) cos(6t))).
(24)
This obviously involves an inﬁnite sum over the eigenmodes 
e j(u) in (7), which are all polynomials in u. The expansion co-
eﬃcients for the right-hand side of (12) as 
∑∞
j=0 f j(t)e j(u) can be 
worked out and the result is




























j(2 j + 3)( j2 + 3 j + 8) cos3t
j( j − 1)( j + 3)( j + 4)( j + 1)3/2( j + 2)3/2 ,
j ≥ 5. (30)
The appearance of cos3t and cos9t is easy to understand, since at 
O(ε3) we are dealing with cos3 3t . If we recall that the eigenfre-
quency for e j is ω j = 3 + 2 j, potentially there can be resonances 
for ω0 = 3 and ω3 = 9. But as we see in the above, f3 does not
contain cos9t: this rather miraculous cancellation of secular terms 
applies to all other examples discussed in [6,18] and this paper so 
far. f0 contains a resonance term, but we can cancel it through 
renormalization of the frequency ω → Ω = ω + ε2ω(2) , with
Ω = 3+ 153
4π
ε2. (31)
Integration of (12) is now straightforward using the technique of 
separation of variables. It will be interesting to compute higher 
order terms in Ω , but we will leave it for a future work.
3. Discussion
We have so far analyzed the perturbative computation of clas-
sical scalar-Einstein gravity equations by extending previous works 
on massless scalars to the case of tachyonic ones. This work stands 
also as a technical improvement, since we have pushed the pertur-
bative expansion to O(ε20), while Ref. [6] reported results up to
O(ε16). Our result conﬁrms that the periodic solutions and the as-
sociated removal of secular terms in [6] persist for massive scalars. 
The central quantitative result of ours is the change of frequency 
renormalization as a function of the mass of the scalar ﬁelds. 
We conﬁrmed the natural prediction that the perturbative series 
should be valid for larger amplitudes as we decrease m2.
It will be interesting if one can generalize our analysis to non-
integer values of Δ, but in that case – just like a massless scalar in 
278 N. Kim / Physics Letters B 742 (2015) 274–278AdS4 – higher order conﬁgurations in general cannot be expressed 
as a ﬁnite sum over the normal modes of the probe scalar equa-
tions so it will be diﬃcult to automatize the computation. It will 
be very nice if we can ﬁnd the exact mass dependence of the 
radius of convergence for the perturbation parameter ε, for gen-
eral Δ and d. It will be also interesting to study different matter 
ﬁelds or modiﬁed gravity theories, for instance Gauss–Bonnet the-
ory which through AdS/CFT correspondence corresponds to 1/N
corrections on the dual ﬁeld theory side.
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